
Scott and  Mark's Climbing presentation.
Posted by Treeman - 10/17/2003 06:32pm
_____________________________________

We appreciate your posting letting us know about an educational opportunity concerning tree climbing. Please keep
doing us the service by letting us know where we as climbers can further our knowledge. 



I would like to make a few of my own comments concerning this event as I have been to this climbing seminar recently
when Sherrill Arborist Supply hosted it last spring. The instructors were the same at the Sherrill event.



This seminar is targeted for professional cutters. It might be of use to a recreational climber if they wanted to broaden
their horizons as far as different tools and techniques are concerned and would be useful if a recreational climber was
considering the trade of arboriculture. 



About what I saw at the Sherrill event. It was a “show and tell” format with no hands on experience. Of particular concern
to me was the introduction of about eight new climbing knots from Germany, France, and elsewhere. These knots are
reported to “be faster” which is always a concern to me because fast is not always better in the trees. Mark and Scott
repeated many times that these knots needed to be tried low to the ground before using them high in the trees. What
they did not say is that these knots need to be tied repeatedly to create “muscle memory” where the “hands know” rather
than relying solely on intellectual memory, which can be VERY fragile when the body is fatigued.



The idea of showing a number of new knots and having them on display without really training a person on their chosen
knot is like handing a child a loaded gun as saying, “Here kid. You figure it out.” These knots use a smaller diameter cord
which you are instructed to discard “when they look worn.” This does not appear to be a good idea to me. I would much
rather see an arborist rope with a lot of room for error (surface glaze) than a thin cord that could fail and drop you like a
stone. 



I personally feel Scott and Mark preach from an old school that has you loop your climbing rope from a single branch to
create a doubled rope. They do not mention single rope technique using mechanical ascenders where a line can be
placed over the highest part of a tree and the other end tied off at ground level to create a rope that is looped over
numerous branches with ease and considerably more safety. If one branch breaks out it drops down to next branch it is
looped over. 



As previously mentioned, this is a presentation for tree cutters. Mark and Scott are good at answering questions. Bring a
notebook to take notes. You will probably get some new ideas but be very careful with any new climbing knots you want
to try. A local climber recently was using a new knot and he fell 70 feet and will never climb again. Falling is a very
common cost to a professional climber for a little mistake high in the trees.

============================================================================

A report is requested from this event.
Posted by Treeman - 10/26/2003 09:46am
_____________________________________

JBlimbwalker- So give us a report. How was this event? Was it any good? Did you attend? What did you learn?

============================================================================

Posted by NickfromWI - 10/26/2003 08:24pm
_____________________________________

Mahk just told me you got to do some playing with the Dynamometer.  Fun stuff!  He mentioned that a 200lb piece of
wood put a 3700lb force on the system when shock loaded.  YIKES!!!!



love

nick
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