Any advice
Posted by starik - 10/13/2007 05:34pm

Hello!

| am a total beginner--took the BTCC three weeks ago with the intention of climbing the white oak beside my house,
which is a pretty big tree. | estimate 80-90 ft tall, dripine circumference 80 ft, dbh 38", with very large but widely spaced
branches. My gear just arrived from OR 10 days ago, and | have spent most of the time since then trying to get
comfortable in the tree.

Anyway, so far | have set my rope on branches at 30 and 40 ft up and stood on branches at 20 and 35 ft (these are the
first four branches in the tree). Today | was trying to scope out the next set, which is at about 55 ft, and it looks awfully
difficult, well protected by foliage and smaller (3-4") branches). So | decided to try to get my line up there from the ground.
After throwing for over an hour at a small opening, | got my line over the big crotch. Unfortunately, it is also over a small
branch about 3-4 ft above, almost, but not quite directly above. | pulled the throwbag up to it and tried to east it over, but
no luck. I think it will take a stout jerk, and then of course | lose my set.

So | decided to sleep on it. Any advice? Or is it hopeless?

Thanks!

Starik

Re:Any advice
Posted by drrodjustice - 10/13/2007 07:21pm

Can you put a bag on the other end of the throwline, pull it up and get it over the backside of the large branch? If you
can, then just pull the other end up, flip it over and bring it down on the front side.

If not, how big is the little branch. Can you climb off it?
Be well.

Rod

Re:Any advice
Posted by starik - 10/13/2007 07:45pm

Good idea! I'll try that. However, the big branch is at least 12" diameter, and the smaller branch is only slightly off-center.
Through the binoculars it looks to be at least 3" diameter, but | think | would rather spend another hour throwing than risk
a three-foot fall, even though | know the big branch would catch me, no problem.

Thanks!

Re:Any advice
Posted by starik - 10/13/2007 07:45pm

Good idea! I'll try that. However, the big branch is at least 12" diameter, and the smaller branch is only slightly off-center.
Through the binoculars it looks to be at least 3" diameter, but | think | would rather spend another hour throwing than risk
a three-foot fall, even though | know the big branch would catch me, no problem.

Thanks!
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Re:Any advice
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Good idea! I'll try that. However, the big branch is at least 12" diameter, and the smaller branch is only slightly off-center.
Through the binoculars it looks to be at least 3" diameter, but | think | would rather spend another hour throwing than risk
a three-foot fall, even though | know the big branch would catch me, no problem.

Thanks!

Re:Any advice
Posted by moray - 10/13/2007 08:40pm

Another method might help, depending on your particular configuration. It has worked for me many times. Tie a second
throwline to the weight that is sitting on the ground. Now pull the weight up into the tree and flip it over the little branch.
You can now lower it slowly with the second line. If it will fall on the desired side of the big limb, you're golden. If not, you
can position it just above the big limb and swing it back and forth with the first line in the plane that will carry it over the
big limb. At the right moment let loose of both lines for a moment and the weight should fly over the big limb. You might
need to add a bit of weight so it will come down of its own accord, since you will now have the friction of 2 lines to deal
with. Hope this helps...

Re:Any advice
Posted by starik - 10/14/2007 04:11pm

Hey Rod, thanks for the great idea. It worked like a charm! Now | have a beautiful set on the branch that is the gateway
to the top of the tree. | slightly overestimated the height of the branch; it measures 51 ft.
Thanks for your advice also, Moray.

Starik

Sorry about the repetitive posts above. Here is what | learned about that: after you post a message, don't hit the back
button. And certainly do not do it twice.

Re: Isolating the rope.
Posted by oldtimer - 10/15/2007 09:37am

If you have the Tree Climbers Companion ( Which you should buy anyway!) on page 25 tells you how to "Isolate" the line
by using a second throwbag a small( non rated) carabiner and a stick. Very simple technique. Very parctical and when
you get good at very easy to implement.

Sometimes if the branch is strong enough to support your weight you can actually climb it as it is and fix it when to reach
the TIP. All types of ways to deal with it it just takes practice, frustration, determination to continue building your
confidence. :ohmy:

By the way welcome to tree climbing!
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